PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(ll)Publication number : 09-275489 
(43)Date of publication of application : 21.10.1997 



(5 Dint. CI. H04N 1/40 

G06T 7/00 



(21) Application number : 08-084185 (7l)Applicant : RICOH CO LTD 

(22) Date of filing : 05.04.1996 (72)Inventor : OUCffl SATOSHI 



] I 



Li! 



i. ii 



T 



(54) IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the 
degradation of picture quality caused by 
erroneous separation as conventionally 
generated at mesh points in a little lines by 
i detecting the cycle of an original and changing 

i 4 '1 5 b f 

_ — ^-Vl — ^-ij ^ IS, the discrimination reference of image area 
T 1 ^ 5 j separation corresponding to the detected cycle 

io I \ s 

when separating the image area of a character 
edge area from a digital image signal. 

J SOLUTION: The original is read out as the 

digital image signal, and the cycle of the 
original is detected from the digital image signal 
by a cyclicity detection circuit 12. Then, when 
separating the image area of the character edge 
area from the digital image signal, an edge separator circuit 10 separates the edge while 
switching a parameter corresponding to the result. A discrimination circuit 11 
discriminates a black character when the edge is not colored, discriminates a color 
character when the edge is colored and discriminates a picture pattern in the other case. 



Thus, a filter circuit 3, UCR circuit 5 and dither circuit 6 are switched. Namely, the 
cycle contained in the original is specified by prescan and based on the result, the 
discrimination reference of edge separation to be performed at the time of main scan is 
changed. 
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